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2023 Hurricane Season Forecasts

Atlantic Basin
• Season: June 1 – November 30
• Named Storms: 12-17
• Hurricanes: 5-9 
• Major (Cat 3+) Hurricanes: 1-4

Pacific Basin
• Season: May 15 – November 30
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Hurricane Preparedness Considerations

Consider all Hazards

• @90% of hurricane 
deaths involve 
water: storm surge, 
inland flooding, rip 
currents

• Hurricanes can 
create tornados, 
even in the outer 
bands

• Hazardous 
conditions occur 
well ahead and 
after landfall

Focus on Potential 
Impacts

• Storm scale isn’t a 
direct corollary to 
damage potential

• Impacts will be felt 
far from the storm’s 
eye

• All Storms are 
Different

Use the NHC Forecast 
/ Beware of Unreliable 
Sources

• Interagency uses 
the National 
Hurricane Center 
modeling and 
forecasts

• Be cautious of 
sensational 
headlines

• Sign up for 
emergency 
notifications from 
trusted sources
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Worldwide Tropical Cycle Centers
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National Hurricane Center

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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National Weather Service Products

• Tropical Weather Outlook
• Advisories
• Forecast Discussion
• Forecast Error Cone
• Wind Speed Probabilities
• Wind Speed Arrival Timing
• Wind-based Watches & 

Warnings

• Storm Surge Watches & 
Warnings

• Rainfall Forecasts
– Quantitative Precipitation Forecast
– Excessive Rain Outlook

• Hydrographs
• Flash Flood Warnings
• Flood Warnings
• Severe Weather Outlook

Wind-related Products Water-related Products
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How to Interpret the NHC Tropical Weather Outlook

• The cone does not take the 
size of the storm into account.

• The size of the cone is drawn 
so that about two-thirds of the 
time, the center of the storm 
will remain in the cone.

• The cone indicates the forecast 
up to seven days out from the 
last recorded position of the 
storm.
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Little Wiggles Matter
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Questions and Feedback
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