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U.S. Airport Emergency Planning

• U.S. Airports require an Airport Operating 
Certificate (AOC) for commercial operations

• There are 517 certificated airports in the 
U.S.

• There are 3,321 U.S. airports that have FAA 
oversight
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Int’l Airport Emergency Planning

• ICAO

– Annex 14 Volume 1, Chapter 9, Section 9.1

– Airport Services Manual, Part 7 Airport Emergency 
planning( Doc 9137)
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U.S. Airport Emergency Planning

Chapter 14 Code of Federal Regulations

– Part 139.201/325

• Advisory Circular

– AC 150/5200-31C “Airport Emergency Plan”
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U.S. Airport Emergency Planning

Chapter 14 Code of Federal Regulations
– Part 139.325

(b) The plan required by this section must contain instructions for 
response to—

• (1) Aircraft incidents and accidents;

• (2) Bomb incidents, including designation of parking areas for 
the aircraft involved;

• (3) Structural fires;

• (4) Fires at fuel farms or fuel storage areas;
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U.S. Airport Emergency Planning

Chapter 14 Code of Federal Regulations (continued)
– Part 139.325

• (5) Natural disaster;

• (6) Hazardous materials/dangerous goods incidents;

• (7) Sabotage, hijack incidents, and other unlawful 
interference with operations;

• (8) Failure of power for movement area lighting; and

• (9) Water rescue situations, as appropriate.
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U.S. Airport Emergency Planning

• Emergency Plan Included in Airport 
Certification Manual (Airport Manual)

• Is binding on the airport

• State EMA coordination

• FEMA reporting & coordination
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U.S. Airport Emergency Planning

• Airport Emergency Plan (AEP) must be 
reviewed every 12 consecutive calendar 
months

• There must be a full scale exercise 
conducted every 36 consecutive calendar 
months
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U.S. Airport Emergency Planning

FAA Deployment

• Inspectors can be designated to deploy

• Assists in determining airport status

– Determines if the airport meets safety standards

– Makes recommendations

– Assists airport with U.S. disaster aid organizations

6/5/2023 Preparing Airports for Disasters Workshop 10

•9

•10



6

FAA Deployments
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FAA Deployments

6/5/2023 Preparing Airports for Disasters Workshop 12

•11

•12



7

Preparing Airports for Disasters
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Disasters

Disasters take many forms:

• Natural Disaster (Hurricane, earthquake)

• Aircraft Accident

• Terrorist incident

• Cyber attack
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Reporting Requirements

• All Southern Region airports are required to 
report status prior to an event (Natural 
disaster), or after an unexpected event

• Report their current status to FAA Southern 
Region HQ (e.g. fuel supplies, field condition)

• Make preparations to protect facilities and 
minimize damage prior to an event
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Reporting Requirements

• All Southern Region airports are required to 
conduct assessments after an event

• Report their findings to FAA Southern Region 
HQ (e.g. fuel supplies, field condition)

• Make repairs/restorations per their Airport 
Emergency Plan (AEP) and ACM
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Sample Report
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The FAA Southern Region 
uses this report to gather 
needed information

ACRR Demonstration

• ACRR is:

– “Airport Crisis Response Reporting”

– A Web based tool for airports

– A method to allow online reporting of airport 
conditions

– During any natural or manmade disaster/incident
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FAD Info

Florida Aviation Database

• Used in state of Florida only

• A way to keep the state government 
informed with airport status

• Uses information requested by both State of 
Florida and FAA
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FAD Info

6/5/2023 Preparing Airports for Disasters Workshop 20

•19

•20



11

FAD Info
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FAD Info
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FAD Info
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FAD Info
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Reporting

• The Airports report their status to the FAA 
Southern Region

• The FAA Southern Region reports status of 
airports to:

– FAA National HQ Emergency Operations

• The “Crisis Response Working Group”
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Reporting

• FAA HQ Reports information to:

– FAA Administrator

• Secretary of Transportation

• Reports to the U.S. President 

– Federal Emergency Agency (FEMA)

• Reports to Secretary of Homeland Security
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SEADOG/WESTDOG

• “Southeast Airports Disaster Operations 
Group”

• “Western Airports Disaster Operations 
Group”

• A volunteer peer support organization 
formed as a “grassroots” support group
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Recommendations

Plan Ahead

• Don’t wait for the disaster

• Ensure your plan is coordinated with your 
local mutual aid responders

• Practice your plan to work out issues

– Expect the unexpected
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Recommendations

Plan Ahead

• Ensure the airport emergency supplies are 
in place

• Inventory supplies in the off-season to 
make certain your staff is covered

– Is your airport a designated shelter?
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Recommendations

Prepare status Reports

• Your government will want to know your 
status…

– Runways open? Airfield lighting? RFF?

– Fuel Available

– Power supply (Commercial/Generator)
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Preparation
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Any Questions?
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Jim Price

FAA Southern Region

Airports Division

jim.price@faa.gov
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