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International Cooperation in 
times of disaster Air Travel is not necessarily a priority

for States due to the specific local
/ national evolution & transm ission of

the virus.

World Hig h l ig h t s

Various countries have
gone through several 

waves.

We have seen more
lockdown due to virus

mutation.

More passenger restrictions or
entry conditions could be
expected ( e.g. the vaccine
passport – a solution or 

hurdle?) .

Every country has its
own strategy and

priorities to deal with
the pandem ic.
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Eve r y d a y w e keep lea rn in g a b ou t t h e v i ru s a n d i t s m u t a t io n s .

Howeve r, w e kn ow h ow t o c on t ro l a n d t a m e t h e v i ru s :

WHAT DO WEKNOW?

That data has been the only way to
tru ly understand the sca le and
im pact of Covid ‐ 19.

That we a re m ore prepa red to
adap t ion onhand le the d isea se:

pub lic hea lth m easures, increa sed
m ed ica l capac ity, awareness, 
contact t ra c ing , va cc ine etc ..

That everyone m ust p lay their
pa rt to avoid new waves.

That enforcem ent and
verifica t ion will

tha t
com p liance
be essent ia l to ensure
m easures a re adhered to.

That likelihood of t ransm ission
during travel is rem ote.

That test ing , va cc ine and
m ed ica l t rea tm ent will be key
to restore norm a lcy in the life
of every com m unity.

That everyone
forward to travelling.

is looking

Tra v el Rest r ic t ion s a rou n d 28 Ma rch 2020
( UAE u n d er lock d own )

Your Organization Nam e | SDG Progress Report 2025

Sin ce Ma rch 2020, t h e wor ld
h a s m ov ed from

u n cert a in t y...
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Travel Rest r i c t ion s a round 07 Ju ly 2020
( UAE started to ea se t ra vel   restr i c t ions )

... t o ...

Travel Rest r i c t ion s on the 1stof May 2021: Coun t r ies h ave
opened t h ei r b ord ers BUT w it h… .
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… m ore a more risk based approach.

... a h opefu l si t u a t ion
t owa rd s recovery.

Av ia t ion Hig h l ig h t s 2019‐ 2020‐ 2021
International Passenger Flights

International Passenger Seats

Air Travel is not necessarily a priority for States due to the spec ific loca l / nationa l evolution & transm ission of the virus.

In 2020 – Midd le East is one of the m ost affec ted reg ion. In March 2021, IATA urged governm ents in the Midd le East to work
together to develop a roadm ap for Aviation.
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UAEDa i ly Avera g e Tra ffi c 2019‐ 2020‐ 2021
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In 2020, we were at ‐54% pre‐pandemic levels.

Currently, we are at ‐25%.

Based on Eurocontrol, Europe is currently at ‐27% while it
was ‐54% in 2020.

UAE Pa ssen ger Avera ge Tra ffi c 2019‐ 2020‐ 2021
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In 2020, we were at ‐84% pre‐pandemic levels.

Currently, we are at ‐64%.
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UAE PANDEMIC MANAGEMENT WITH FOCUS ON AIRTRANSPORT

UAE APPROACH TO RESINSTATEGLOBAL TRAVEL

We h av e b een
p ra c t i c i n g t h e

Sa fet y
Ma n a g em en t  

Pr i n c i p l es fo r t h e
l a st 2 d eca d es.
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Coun t r i es h i t l esser
i n t erm s o f d ea t h

a n d GDP fa l l
( 6 cou n t r i es) .

Cou n t r i es h i t h a rd er
i n t erm s o f d ea t h

a n d l esser  i n t erm s o f
GDP fa l l .

Econom y Vs. Pandem ic Mana g em en t

Fin d in g t h e r ig h t b a la n ce b etween Pub l i c Hea t h Sa fet y and Econom ic St a ke.

UAE ra n k s 7 am ong 47 Coun t r ies am ong OECD AND G20 COUNTRIES

Cou n t r i es h i t l esser
i n t erm s o f d ea t h
a n d h a rd er  i n GDP
fa l l ( 1 cou n t ry ) .

Cou n t r i es h i t h a rd er
i n t erm s o f d ea t h

a n d GDP fa l l

%of GDP g rowth in 2020

Num ber of d ea th/ 1M

•Ut ilized actua l da ta collec ted from UAEAirports to provide rea l p ic ture of im ported risk vs the infect ion ra te a t the orig in; and

•Monitor the risk and sett ing Targets / Alert Levels based on the actua l da ta which is being obta ined.

Ut i l i za t ion of 'Test in g on Arr iva l ' in form a t ion to
p rofi le St a t es b a sed of a ct u a l d a t a .
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THE EFFECT OF VACCINE: 
UAE a t 80% VACCINATION RATE

• The vaccine is work ing and it has encouraging effect on: death rate and infect ions
rate and whilst uae has st i l l m ainta ined a high level of test ing rates.

• This is a posit ive sign which is even m ot ivated by the fact that the stringency
m easures is m edium (eased lockdown) .

• We are at reproduct ion rate below 1.

Th e effec t of v a cc in e is sh ow n on t h e Com m u n i t y
t oo.

Ret a i l a n d recrea t ion is a n in d ica t or
for com m u n i t y n orm a l isa t ion .

We h a ve rea ch ed i t s Pre- Pa n d em ic
level .

Com m u n i t y is op en b u t t h ere is n o
com p la cen cy.

Mea su res a re st r ic t ly en forced : 
56,000 fin es issu ed in Feb . 2021 from
1,000AED t o 50,000AED.

UAE ra n k s 8t h a m on g 35 cou n t r ies in
t h e Bloom b erg COVID Resi l ien ce In d ex
( Th e Best Pla ces t o Be) .
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LESSONS LEARNT

Civil avia tion sector is deep ly
im pacted however, we don’t have
control over the pub lic
m easures and border control.

hea lth

We need to cooperate, collaborate
and exchange m ore at nationa l,
reg iona l and internationa l levels ‐ with
States and NGOs.

Isola ted
dec ision

and non‐ universa l 
m ay defeat and

reta rd the recovery.

Infection rate was a good representation of the ep idem ic control a t the beg inning , however due to the fact that countries
( worldwide) have increased their testing capac ity and vacc ine is rolled out then it becom e irrelevant to eva luate States
based on their da ily reported cases.

New factors should be considered : the death rate and serious case rate and its capab ility to m anage the
recovery.

Trust, data , transpa rency and
education a re key in the
m anagem ent of a recovery
p lan.

Vacc ine recognition ( and role
universa lof WHO

approach)
in this

Vacc ine roll out at g loba l level

Virus m utation

Long term effec tiveness of
vacc ine

Avia tion recovery depends on
other States who m ay have other

priority

COOPERATION AT THE CORE OF OUR SUCCESS
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 Nobod y wan t s t o ret u rn t o a lock d own si t u a t ion .

 Every on e wan t s t o rein st a t e c ross b ord er m o v e m e n t s   St a t e
Pr ior i t y ?

 UAE com m un it y i s b a ck t o n orm a lcy t h a n k s t o effec t iv e

Va cc in a t ion St ra t eg y . Ou r recovery h a s st a rt ed ‐ Loa d

Fa c t or sh ow s 60+% am on g UAEop era t ors.

 Ou r recovery w i l l b e su rg in g when ot h er St a t es w i l l op en ‐

u p w it h UAE– we are a l l ey ein g a t n orm a lcy for 2021‐2022.

 HLCC 2021 concluded on positive notes and reiterated the need for 

cooperation to prepare us for a strong recovery and path our future.

CONCLUSION

Thank you
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